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Jeanette King: My name is Jeanette King and this is an interview with Trudy and Lloyd Wilson 
on January 7, 2021 at 1:30 PM. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this interview is being conducted 
over Zoom. 


Welcome Trudy and Lloyd, and thank you for participating in the Christ Church oral history 
project. This interview is being recorded for the Christ Church archives and will be made 
available to researchers. You will be given a transcript of the recording and will have the 
opportunity to review it and reconsider any portions of the interview at that time. Is that all right 
with you? 


Trudy Wilson: Yes. 
Lloyd Wilson: Excellent, and thank you for doing this, too, Jeanette. 
Jeanette: You're very welcome. Now, when did you start to attend Christ Church? Lloyd? 


Lloyd: In September of 1976. One of the ministers at that time attended the Foothills Hospital 
with us, about our handicapped daughter. 


Jeanette: Your acquaintance with Reverend Tatchell made you choose this parish? 


Lloyd: Not necessarily, Jeanette. My family are Anglicans from way back and we were living in 
Elboya. That was part of the connection that occurred at that particular time. Trudy's background 
wasn't Anglican, but maybe she can mention something. 


Trudy: Lloyd and I were very fortunate to have purchased the one and only home we looked at, 
in 1972. We were on an afternoon walk to view our beautiful home, which we were not taking 
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possession of for a year. We crested the hill on the 8th Street horizon and Christ Church with its 
strategic position was meeting our eyes parallel. It was an autumn day, the sun was shining on 
the bell tower and it was such a stately view. It really glorified the whole building and drew our 
attention to it. We treasure the memory. We then proceeded down Elbow Drive to Riverdale to 
see our home. 


I was very willing to be introduced into the Anglican church. I came from a Presbyterian United 
Church background. I was excited to be able to come to a new place and be with Lloyd and his 
faith and grow to know the Anglican way. 


Our older daughter, Tara Jane, was born premature. We had to work hard to get her up to five 
pounds. Then we had Patty, who was seriously brain injured when born at the Holy Cross 
Hospital in July of 1976. Patty was transferred to the Foothills General Hospital and later 
baptized by a chaplain at the hospital. Months later she was blessed and welcomed into Christ 
Church. We knew that it was the right timing for us to get in touch with the church. We had all 
that in place in our minds. Having had a daughter who was a quadriplegic, walking was 
something not to be taken for granted in my eyes. We really feel God led us to the Church and 
home land. That land and our home was holy ground to both of us. 


Jeanette: After you became part of the parish, which activities within the parish did each of you 
decide to help with? I've seen both of you helping in so many different ways, from helping at the 
summer picnic years ago when I first met Lloyd, to serving refreshments at coffee hour. Trudy, 
which activities did you participate in? 


Trudy: I was very impressed with Joni Robinson, now Mallabone, in the way her maturity 
allowed her to orchestrate a lovely girls’ choir. I was so fond of her. I said, "Is there any way that 
I could help you with the practices each week?" It worked out that I wanted to set up a bible 
study, bible verse to memorize, and to provide the snack for the girls. 


At that time, Patty was in and out of hospital having shunt revisions on the drainage system in 
her head. I was able to bring Patty down in the youth room and be alongside Joni. All the girls 
were so good at accepting Patty. 


The other thing that happened was Reverend David Tatchell asked me within a month of us 
arriving there, if I would be interested in helping with the Sunday school, the three to five-year- 
olds, and our Tara Jane was turning three. [laughs] I said, "Well, I don't have experience but I'd 
love to try." I have been involved with the Sunday school at Christ Church for many years. I still 
love to teach and learn from children. 


Jeanette: Oh, wonderful. 


Trudy: I am a nurse, so I wanted to use my skills in any way I could. I decided that I would take 
advantage of what I could see was offered in courses in palliative care and hospice care and 
bereavement. I got involved in three courses. They spanned out for six months to a year. I did it 
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very gradually, because I wanted to enhance my knowledge and be able to visit people in the 
hospital and regain some skills there. 


I also was very attracted to Sue Johnson's [the school secretary] work — how she managed to do 
all the work she had to do. I wanted to help her out. After a little while, I found myself also 
visiting folks from Christ Church at the Holy Cross Hospital as an outreach. I really loved doing 
that; listening fully and offering comfort and prayer. 


Those three resulting activities were the beginning of my involvement. When coming into the 
church, I have always treasured feeling the wonderful atmosphere of holiness. I’ve also treasured 
being a cupbearer for communion. I was a cross-bearer as well, and I was very honoured to do 
that. At the time of Reverend William Pike, I was called when there were funerals and different 
needs for me to be there. I was doing something very dear to my heart and I was getting closer 
and closer to God. I was appreciative with the liturgy. I didn't know who Christ was, so I was 
offered a tremendous education spiritually in the first year or two. 


I met Christ at the communion railing at Christ Church. I enrolled in Confirmation. I was 
confirmed by Bishop Goodman. This wonderful build up to my spiritual understanding and life 
as a Christian took place in Christ Church, so I've honoured it as such a resource. I loved to 
welcome people as a sidesperson. That was my nursing and knowing how to cater to older people 
and I loved doing that. It was a natural thing for me to do. Also, greeting Reverend David Pickett 
when he arrived at Christ Church. 


Lloyd and I were honoured to welcome him not only the usual way, but we were able to carry on 
a White Hatter’s ceremony. I think it was the first time in the church. It was just a natural way to 
take care of the excitement and build-up to who he was and having him become a Calgarian. He 
took to the hat with such a handsome face [laughs]. We had a lovely party to honour him, so that 
I just think the welcoming times that you meet people in our parish have been very rewarding for 
me. I really appreciate it. I loved to serve coffee, too. 


Jeanette: You were part of the White Hatter ceremony as well, were you Lloyd? 


Lloyd: Yes, we are volunteers out at the airport with the White Hat group there. We've been out 
there coming up nine years, or so. 


Jeanette: Oh, wonderful. What other activities, Lloyd, have you been a part of at Christ Church? 


Lloyd: A number of them, I guess [chuckles], Jeanette. Right now, I'm supposedly the operations 
fellow at the church, for example, looking after changing light bulbs and anything else that 
comes along. I haven't been there for a while, as we all haven’t, because of COVID. I assumed 
that position not knowing what it entailed. It's a job that could keep you there five days a week or 
so, if you wanted to. You can add any job you really want. I've been there in some emergencies. 
It's a job at the church where I believe we probably need two people, although we had Dave 
Evans and Norm Dymond who were very keen at it. 
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I've worked on a number of construction projects at Christ Church which we see today. One of 
the big ones was the Labyrinth, so promoted and organized by Kathryn Chapman. Norman 
[Dymond] was the construction manager of the job and I worked alongside him for a year and a 
half, at least. I would have to mention Leslie Shillington as another who worked as a trooper, 
also. We had to prepare the base for it, and then get all the bricks in line. A couple of us worked 
continually with Norm. Then, we had a huge crew when we laid the stones in one day. That was 
a huge accomplishment for the church and a wonderful and popular Centennial project addition 
to the church. 


Then I've worked on the lawn and lawn cutting throughout the years. Right now, I try to look 
after some of the machinery that's there. 


Then, Trudy and I together, have done our jobs serving coffee, which is very enjoyable. You get a 
chance to meet new people and that's very good. I've been on the board of directors for the 
preschool. That was a three-year term after Mary Pike set up that school. Bill Taylor asked me to 
be a board member to try and fill his vacancy. That was not to be because Bill was a volunteer 
full-time administer of the school. Too much was expected of him and he was burnt out. The 
school needed to hire an administrator. 


I was on vestry for a year or two. That was back in the 1970s. 


In 2016, we built the new garden shed down in the far south part of the property, with a crew, and 
I was there most of the time to put up the framing and the siding. Again the project was headed 
by Norm Dymond. 


I've worked at the Spring fair. In 1999 when Henry Beaumont was the leader there, he asked me 
to build a stage and help manage the fair day. I'd never built a stage in all my life. We built that, 
and we had entertainment come that particular day and it was a very successful fair. I'm a little 
bit disappointed that we don't carry it on, but all these things need managers. I'm just not the 
manager type, I guess. I think it earned about $13,000 at that particular fair. 


I've worked at a few rummage sales. I know a lot of people said, never again with Christ Church 
doing a rummage sale. Again, it needs a manager and it's a huge job. Parishioners don't realize 
that it is. I believe the sale only makes about $5,000 at a time. Previously, I think they were 
having them twice a year at one particular time. It was very popular. Lots of good stuff came out 
of that. We had huge lineups, the whole block long where people were trying to get into the 
rummage sale. But, it was a huge cleanup because rummage sales have a tendency for people to 
bring their junk, [chuckles] so at the end of the rummage sale, you end up filling two or three 
dumpsters of stuff that should never have come to the sale. Unless you have a policeman out 
there all the time, garbage gets dumped off. I know all the ins and outs of that. The sale itself is 
wonderful, because lots of volunteers come and work hard at it, for long hours, but it takes huge 
organization to get it done. You have to organize it about six months ahead of time. I think you 
were involved one year in the management, were you not, Jeanette? 
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Jeanette: Yes. [chuckles] Not anything to the amount that you were, though. 
[laughter] 


Lloyd: I know all the problems, if you want to put it that way. There's a huge write-up on how to 
operate it. You could pull out a book and read how to run a rummage sale. I think it's all been 
written up two or three times. 


Also, I traveled on behalf of the church in 2006. I went to El Salvador with Chris Longson as 
leader, and we worked at the Anglican Church in San Salvador. The project there was painting 
school desks and school equipment. The Reverend Amy Zuninga was a young American priest. 
She ran the church and she ran the school for the neighbourhood El Salvadorians. As you may 
know, El Salvador is about 99.9% Catholic, with about 0.01% of Anglicans or Protestants, so she 
had a whole neighbourhood — it was incredible to watch how she worked. 


All the neighbourhood, even people who were Catholics, came to her church because they just 
loved that church. I think Christ Church went there twice. They sent me with $2,000 for the 
church on my trip, which Chris had. Christ Church had given at least $4,000 in total, at least 
those are the things that I know about the outreach program. Amy had a real connection with 
Christ Church. That was a huge connection. She got us accommodation with the local people. 


The whole trip was extensive, but I won't mention any of that. If someone wants to hear it all, I 
can tell them sometime. At that particular time, we stayed at a Baptist accommodation up on one 
of the volcanoes. We worked for Habitat for Humanity on a big project. We built a house with 
our crew in that time period also. We were kept hugely busy and looked at some of the political 
problems that were in El Salvador. We had another Canadian lawyer group from the Toronto area 
working with the government to try to help the government establish fair law. As Chris had been 
there previously, we toured extensively. Since that time, I have spoken with our present Reverend 
Brandon Witwer, as he has been there also handling similar projects. 


Then in 2017, Trudy and I were in Jerusalem as tourists with our previous Christ Church 
Reverend, Richard LeSueur. He was tour director, as past head of St. George’s College that was 
there for years. He's well known in the Jerusalem area and the whole of Israel. At one time, 
Richard invited us to a garden reception with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby. I 
never thought I'd ever do that. That was an important meeting with the Patriarch of the Jerusalem 
Christians. I think there's a feeling there that the way Israel is and the way Jerusalem is, is that 
the Jewish religion is dominating and that the Patriarchs reinforce the Christian elements of 
Jerusalem. 


It's an ongoing issue. I believe the Patriarchs, as well as the Archbishop Welby, are concerned 
about the way the government works in respect to Jerusalem. It's certainly the Christian Center 
for the world. It passes through your mind all the time about what goes on there with the 
Palestinians and with respect to the Christian faith. Those are the things that are important. We 
were all exposed to important meetings in the time that we were there. Richard is well-known in 
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the area, and so he called together individual people who are trying to get things to work in Israel 
with respect to the Christian and the Jewish populations. At the time, there were some younger 
people who were trying to get everybody to sing the same song, so to speak. 


In 2007, Trudy and I chaperoned 8 to 10 Christ Church youth in the cleanup after the Katrina 
hurricane in New Orleans. Trudy and I drove down to New Orleans in our camper, and the kids 
from Christ Church flew. When we got there, Jo and Jim Poppins (past Christ Church ministers) 
had us very well organized. We had accommodation in one of the local churches. 


Their son was a manager of schools in New Orleans, so he had a project ready for us. We went to 
a school and started scraping all the paint, which was bubbled on the walls. We scraped paint off 
the walls and repainted. It was pretty wild. The buildings were pretty old. After we went away, 
we didn't know how much lead would have been in that paint, but we did scrape it a lot. I'm still 
reasonably healthy today, but we probably took in more lead than I did in my whole life. 


We worked with another 20 American kids. I'm just trying to think of the name of the 
organization — something like America Builds or something. They were there, and so we had 
quite a gang of individuals. The school had not been run since the hurricane, and so they were 
getting that ready. The building was in poor condition, actually. The water and the impact of rain, 
and what have you, on the walls was very bad, and it’s a far reach for them to come up anywhere 
near Canadian standards. 


Jeanette: What a huge variety of interests as well as activities with Christ Church in the outreach 
area, for sure. Perhaps each of you could just very briefly tell me which activities you benefited 
from the most. Trudy, what do you feel that you've benefited from? 


Trudy: I took a nine-month course to be a chaplain. There were about six different places I could 
have gone but it was chosen for me to go to the Foothills Hospital. 


I thought, “That's really neat that God would give me that opportunity to go back to the Foothills 
Hospital, and be able to go through what happened there to me through this course, and restore 
some healing.” Indeed it did. It was a very complicated, very deep spiritual understanding of 
yourself. We were taught how to pray for the dying, and lots of reflections after the doctors and 
theologians had spoken to us. I feel honoured when I look back on it. There were about seven or 
eight students in my class. For those nine months I was there, we each got a turn being on call for 
the whole hospital. If anyone phoned in regard to an emergency or needed help from a chaplain 
with prayer and comfort, we were in charge. [chuckles] We were the only one that was going to 
answer the phone for that call. 


I found myself back in the intensive care baby ward, and had an experience there with a mom 
who had given birth to a very seriously deformed baby girl, and she wasn't going to make it. I 
thought, "I know that agony." I think God used me in that time to give comfort. I watched the 
mom hold her baby who was just beginning to let go of her breath and the trauma of that. 

Another time, there was an emergency where it was an accident in Brooks on black ice and a 
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young girl lost her life. It drew out of my heart more qualities of empathy and peace than I ever 
dreamed would come from my own experiences that I was able to extend to other people. That 
was a very rewarding time. I also did visiting, in general, to parishioners from our church at that 
time. 


After having our own biological children, Tara Jane and Patty we decided to adopt. In 1985, 
Lloyd and I decided to reach out to two children who are half-brother and sister, then aged four- 
and-a-half, and two. It took time to organize the official adoption. Do you know that they came 
as our second Patricia and our second Lloyd? 


Jeanette: — for goodness sake. 


Trudy: — In our family, we were very challenged. The adopted children had learning disabilities 
(ADL and FASD involved) that were most serious, but Elbow Park School took on the 
responsibility of teaching them for a couple of years, until they had to go off in other schools. 
They were accepted in the community in Elbow Park and you should have seen how they were 
accepted at Christ Church, even from some behaviours that, it was very hard to see what had 
happened, but the compassion and love extended to us was really felt. 


Our Tricia and Tara Jane learned how to extend themselves so compassionately with Patty, that it 
was beyond what we ever anticipated. When Patty passed away, Tricia honoured her, as she did 
at her wedding, with a tattoo on her chest. Tara Jane had Patty at her wedding. Tara Jane and 
Mark now have four children, a girl and three boys. We are close to the family. 


Lloyd Jr. has given us two lovely granddaughters as well, but today we don't often hear from him 
as often as we'd like to. But it just feels good that I can say that I love both of my adopted 
children like I do my biological children and it all worked out. 


Christ Church has set up such lovely programs of learning with each of the priests. I have found 
the learning opportunities to grow spiritually so wonderfully helpful. 


The lovely, lovely people who come to Christ Church are the salt of the earth. They give so 
much. They keep giving more of their talent, more and more. One of the parishioners, Lorraine 
Ross, creates beautiful banners of fabric work. The choir just adds so much. Margie won the 
honour this year of 50 years of service in the church. The quality of the singers and her bringing 
the music is just over the moon,— the quality of the notes. I do not know how it could get any 
better. I sit there in awe and I am mesmerized by the quality of the notes that I hear there and the 
sermons. We now have the Reverend Brandon Witwer and I am taking a course on spiritual 
disciplines with him on Zoom. We just learned so much that is day-to-day help in getting you 
through your day. 


I am not really sure if I'll ever get over the goodness of all that happens at Christ Church. We had 
Patty's ashes interred in the Memorial Garden. Every time her wheelchair was pushed over the 
grounds around the Labyrinth there was glee. And with the Stampede breakfast and those 
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fiddlers who used to come and give the best singing and playing and stomping of the feet, parties 
at Stampede time. The food was out of this world. Lloyd was at the barbecue when the smoke 
[laughs] was rising up over the pancakes and all the lovely seniors too -- we all came. There's so 
many special things I like to say about Christ Church, but I walk in faith a lot sturdier than I ever 
knew that I could. I'm grateful for all my friends, and the priests, and everybody that I have seen 
over the years. 


Jeanette: How has the role of women in the parish changed during your time at Christ Church? 


Trudy: I think of Jennifer Eaton’s dedication at the church in the outreach programs. I want to 
tell you, too, about Lorraine Melchior. When I was at Foothills Hospital, she used to be the 
director of nursing there, and then one day I saw her -- I just turned my eyes over to the right and 
there she was sitting at Christ Church. [laughs] Then she invited me to come as a volunteer to 
CUPS. 


Once we got Lloyd and Tricia through some of those rougher years, I'd let go of my nursing, and 
I made a decision, I wanted to do my refresher in nursing, and it was the best experience to study 
at home. It was hard work on the wards to pick up after being away 10 years, but I did it and I 
went to a seniors’ ward for my medical experience. I enrolled in my nursing refresher course in 
2002. I was placed on a geriatric resident medical unit. 


I remember seeing a sign there, it seems so simple, but it said, "Blessed are the flexible, for they 
will never be bent out of shape." That's one verse that I've held all the time. The darling seniors 
that resided there. I applied to work at CUPS after I'd gotten my nursing standing back and ended 
with 10 years of volunteer service at CUPS downtown. I used to attend church services with the 
First Nations Anglican minister, Margaret Waterchief, who in turn used to once in a while come 
to preach at Christ Church. 


Anyway, it seemed to go back and forth connecting the church with the setting of CUPS and Inn 
from the Cold. A lot of the people that came from downtown were from CUPS, and I could refer 
them to housing opportunities and if they needed mental health changes, or health assistance. I 
learned a lot from the patients there. 


I want to say one more thing. After I had finished 10 years of service, whenever I walk 
downtown, do you know what I still hear? 


Jeanette: What? 


Trudy: I see a toothless smile and I hear, "Hi, Trudy," and it's one of my old patients from CUPS 
or the Mustard Seed. I've had to have two, three teeth replaced myself and here I am grinning at 
the world with a very open mouth full of spaces like them. I just love the connection. They're 
really nice folks also. Thanks for listening to me. 
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Jeanette: Yes, of course. We've heard of some of the Christ Church programs that you've been 
involved with Trudy. Lloyd, have any of the programs of Christ Church had spiritual impact for 
you? 


Lloyd: It just seems like when you use the word spiritual, we're great members of Christ 
Church, and our weekly attendance at the church is very uplifting for me and for the both of us. 
It is always keeping the word of the Lord in front of me all the time and not forgetting the 
readings and not forgetting the sermon meanings. Also, my work around the church really 
connects. 


When I was in my professional working years, Christ Church was an area of relief; I was in the 
engineering of oil and gas industry, and each week was a reprieve to get out of that world and 
relax at Christ Church. 


Another one of the big projects that I was very involved with was the Renewing the Welcome, 
for the new side business and meeting addition to the church, as I was on the design committee. 
All those things promoted my being connected to the church. 


I think that covers it. There are things that we have certainly experienced and that have been 
reflected in the church. We can always talk about the history a little bit, in the sense that our 
handicapped daughter in a wheelchair was able to give a presentation on June 4, 2006 to Prince 
Edward, the Earl of Wessex, when he came to unveil the cornerstone for the new building. That 
was a very pleasant day to be with Kay Groves and the Reverend Ansley Tucker. It was lovely to 
be part of that whole ceremony of the first stone for that new building project, which is all quite 
meaningful in one's life. Can I turn around and ask how long have you been a member of Christ 
Church, Jeanette? 


Jeanette: We moved to Calgary in 1969. It was pretty well automatic that we would be members 
of Christ Church. Frank's family had started being members of Christ Church way back around 
1949, when Frank was just a youngster. He was in the boys’ choir. He told us many times that he 
was not the one that sang the extra Hallelujah, for the Hallelujah Chorus! [laughs] It was 
someone else's son. Anyway, he had gone to Sunday school and was confirmed at Christ Church. 
When we moved to Calgary, we joined the whole King family and continuing having someone at 
Christ Church right from 1949. 


Lloyd: I meant to ask you that at the beginning of our conversation about the window at Christ 
Church. 


Jeanette: That was our millennial project, where we dedicated that to Frank's mother and father. 
Lloyd: Mildred? 


Jeanette: Mildred and Walter King, yes. 
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Lloyd: Your work with Frank is well known. Just by meeting you this time around or talking 
with you again, we knew the work that you did with the Olympics. It was a very memorable time 
certainly of your life, of my life too. It's all wonderful to talk about it and go through it all again. 
[laughs] 


Jeanette: Yes. When you've been lucky enough to have a long life, you have many memories as 
well, don't you? 


[laughter] 


Anyway, is there anything else that either of you would like to add as far as your connection to 
Christ Church is concerned, or have we covered it all? 


Lloyd: I think we've done well. If I'm listening to Trudy and listening to myself, there's always 
little things which you know can come across later in your mind. Those are the things and ways 
to see that the church is doing its job. It'll be a part of my life and Trudy's life certainly to do this 
and yours too. How does that sound? 


Jeanette: Very good. Thank you so much for participating in the Christ Church Oral History 
Project and also for the wonderful contributions that you have made at Christ Church, itself. 
Thank you so much that for the time that you have spent with me. 


By the way, I still have the wonderful little wooden cross that you gave to me when my dear 
Frank passed on. I do appreciate it. You both are very kind and thoughtful people. I look forward 
to seeing you in person at church. 


Thanks so much for your time and the lovely conversation that we had. Goodbye for now. 
Lloyd: Thanks Jeanette, see you shortly. 


Trudy: Bye Jeanette. 


Transcribed by Shari Peyerl Page 11 29 Jan. 2021 


